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WEDNESDAY, Offober 15. 1707. 





on your Laft, Mafter, 

and muft tell you fome 
Objeétions 1 have met with. They tell me, 
that the word Presbyter fometimes Signifies 
a Bifhop, and the word Bifhop fometimes Sig- 
nifies a Presbytery and therefore that Bif{hop 
and Presbyter are the fame thing. 

Rebearfal. Thus the word Jmperator which 
we Tranflate Emperor Sometimes Signifies 
the General of an Army, of any other Com- 
mander, for the word fignifies Commander. 
And we know that mahy Command befides 
the Emperor himfelf. Now fuppofé any, to 
thew his Wit or Learning, fhou’d fet up'a 
new Fiypothefes, and fay, That ther never 
was an Emperor in Reme; And fupport this 
by abundance of Quotations out of the Roman 
Authors where the General of ‘an Arimy was 
Call’d Imperator, and thence fhou’d Argue 
that Cefar or Auguftws or any other of the 
Roman Emperors were no more than bare Ge- 
nerals of Armies, but had Nothing to’ doin 
Civil affairs, or were any Civil AZagiffrates 
at all. 

Country-m. 1 fuppofe every body wou’d 
Laugh at him, or, if he were in Earneft, 
think hit a A¢ad man. ‘Becaufe he.‘ play’d 
with words againft plain’ Fad. And all the 
Hifories of thofe times won'’d Contradié him 

_and fhew his Folly. When I fee the ‘Piétures 
of the 12 Cefars or Eniperors of Rome: 1 mean 
fo many Kings with Regal, Power, and, | have 
been always told fo, and never heatd any 
bedy fay, otherwife. 


(21) Rebearf: And the Skccefion of ‘the Roe 


(1.) Conntry-man. I have been Teaz’d up- 


their Emperors. Aftd it is told when one 
Emperor did Succeed another... Ther were 
‘Many Jmperatores that is Generals in every 
one of thefe Reiyms, a8 it is. .with,us.; But 
the Government was not Deduc’d in the Suc- 
ceffion of thefe Generals, but only. of their 
Kings or Emperors, In the proper acceptati- 
on of the Word, as Kings. 

And I will. Appeal to any. Learned. D:/- 
Senter in England, Whether in the. Ecclefiafti- 
cal Fiiftories the Succeffion of all the Churches 
is not Reckon’d by the Succeffiex of the Bifhops 
alone, and. not. of the Presbyters or Deacons. _ 

Country-m. That makes the Cafe Clear. 
And that the Bifhops, were the Governors. of 
the Churches. And as you faid laft. time, 
How cou’d thele Bifhops have Thruft them- 
felves thus into. the Chief. Government all the 
World over, without any Oppofition; and to 
be own’d .as fuch and Acknowledg’d by All, 
if the Original Z»/fitution, had been..Prsbytery 
or any other Frame of Government,? Or if 
ther were - Presbytertans in thofe:,Days, (as 
our Presbyterians woud have us believe} they 
were much more Moderate and Complaifant 
than our, Presbyterians, to let the Bifhops Ufurp 
upen their Authority,and Engrofs ali into,their 
own Hards, without fo much as one Remorn- 


france, or the leaft Snarle from .any of 


them 


(3.) Rehearf. None then did Obje& that 
Bifhop and Presbyter were the fame thing, 
from. the Etymology of the Words. Such 
Trifling,wou'd not then have been Endur’d! 
They knew. very well, chat the word Exicxo7r@- 
which we Tranflate Bifhop, Signify’d an Over- 





man Empire was Deduc’d in the Succeffior of 


feer, in which fenfe every. Shepherd may’ .be 


call’d 






























call’d an Exioxer® uch more any Preshyter 
or Paffor in the Church, The Etymology of the 
word [gecBure¢@ is Elder-Man, which we 
call Alderman; and the Seniores or Elders was 
usd to Exprefs Authority, and not only 
Age, as the Elders, that. is, the Chief or 
Heads of the People, an Expreflion frequent 
in Scripture. Hence Amsbaffadors have been 
call’d  Presbyters, and other Great Men, ot 
in Great Evsployments. Now if any man 
fhou’d Infer from thisy That every Ambaj- 
fador or Alderman of the ity were a Clergy- 
man, and of the Degree mf Presbyter inthe 
Church. 1 fuppofe he cou’d Perfwade but a 
few. The word Asdxov@ fignifies a A4- 
nifter or Servant; and Rom. xv. 8. Chrift is 
call’ Ascéxov@ fhall we Argue therefore, 
That Chrift is no more than of the Order 
of Deacon inthe Chu?ch ? Such and no Bet- 
ter are the Arguments, from the Etymology 
of Words, that Bifhops are no more than 
Presbyters. 

(4.) Countrym: Sach poor Stuff as this 
Frets even my Patience? But, A/Zaffer, they 
fay, That Epifcopacy did not come in all 
at Once, but Encroach’d by Degrees. 

Rebear{. Very well,. Then let them fhew 
when it Begans And we will Reckon for 
the Encroachments afterwards. 

Country-m. They fay, ther are many Er- 
rors whofe Beginning we do not know, and 
yet we may Difcover them to be Errors 
afterwards. That the Tares were fown 
while the Husband-Men flept, but were 
not Difcover’d till they were grown up. 
Thus that Erroneous Opinions may be Ia- 
ftill’d from one to another, and Propagat 
a long ‘Time before the World takes 
Publick Notice of them; And no body may 
be able Then to tell who was the firft 
Broacher. 


(5.) Rebearf. This may be in Opinions, 
which are Broach’d and Propagated in the 
Dark. Boat Government is not a thing of 
this Nature. It is always Publick and be- 
fore every Man’s Face. And when it is 
Alter’d or Overthrown, every Man has a 
Share in it, and Feels ig, it Affects him 
and his Circumftances more or lefs. And 
no Hiftory of thofe Times can mifs taking 
Notice of it. Now Epifcopacy is Govern- 
ment, And cou’d not be Introduc’d but upon 
the Ruin of that Governmene (whatever it was) 
which was before it. Therefore I defire the Di/- 
fenters to thew me the Beginning of Epifcopacy. 
For that Government (however it be as to Pri- 
vat Opinions) whofe Beginning we know not, 
muft have been from the Beginning. Thus 
no man can fix the Time when Monarchy 
began in the World fince Adam, or the 
Divifion of the Nations after the Flood. And 
this is a Demonftration that the Original of 
Monarchy was from Thence, and did not 
Begin in any After time. But we can 
Punctually tell the Beginning of every Com- 
mon-Wealth in the ‘World, all Hiffories of 
thofe Times: do tell- it. 


And thts, no Man can tell the Beicsn. . 
of £p:fcopacy at any time fince the i i 
But we all know the Beginning of Prey 
that there was no Presbyterian Church 
the World before Sohn Calvin. ee 
Now you fee the Reafonel hadogay 

mand from the Daffenters, That ¢ M4 
fhew the Time when Epsfcopacy did Boo, 
For if they cannot Shew it, they muft own 
Epifcopacy to have Defcended all the » 


from the Apofiles, ik xT : 
rh oe 
6.) Country-m. But .is not an Unleere, 


Bifbop over all the Bifhops and Churc 

the World a Great i, in the he 
ment of the Church? And the Church Of Rong 
pretends to have Deriv’d this Form of Go 
ment all the way down from St. Peter) \ There. 
fore, by your own Argument, you are ob. 
lig’d to thew the Time.when this Univey/al 
Bifhop did firft fet up at Rome. 

Rehearf. This we do with great Readinef;} 
The firft that Aflum’d to be Univerfat Bj. 
foop was Fobn Bifhop of Conftantinople ; again 
whom'Gregory I. call'd the Grear, wrote with 
much Spirit, and faid that none of his owa 
Predeceflors Bifhops of Rome did ever Affame 
fuch an Arrogant Title, which he calls like- 
wife Blafphemons, and {aid that whoever did 
Arrogat it to himfelf, was a Lucifer for 
Pride, and the Fore-rznner of Anti-Chrift. 

Yet Pope Boniface 3. next Succeflor but 
one to. Greg. |. thok this Title, given him 
by Phocas that Tyrant and Ufurper, who firk 
Depos’'d and then Adurder’d his Mafter Mau- 
ricscus the Emperor. “This was in the Se 
venth Century. And from that Beginning we 
fhew the Progre/s of this Ufurpation of the 
Popes, and the Struggle of the Bifhops again 
it, in many Inftances, even at the Council 
‘ot .Trent, and very Remarkably in che year 
1682. by the Memorable Decrees then made 
by the whole Body of the Bifheps and Clergy 
of France. Which if you have not feen, 
you may find Verbatim in the Appendix at 
the End of The Cafe of the Regale &c. Pp. 
270. of 2d. Edition. Printed, 1701. But it 
wou'd fill a A:fory to tell of the Oppofition 
made by particular Bifbops and other Leare 
ned Men. 


(7-). And not only as to this Point of 
Government, but even in the Doftrinal Dif- 
putes we have with the Church of Rome 
(whofe Beginnings are lefs Obvious) as of 
Purgatory, Invocation of Saints, Trans-[ubftan- 
tiation, Half Communion, Prayers in an Une 
known Tongue &c, in all thefe Cafes, we are 
able to tell the Beginnings of them, and the 
Time when there. was no fuch thing. Let 
this be thew’d of Epifcopacy. ' 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Advertifements are taken in at reafonable rates 
by $. Morphew near Stationers Hall. ; 
Bis mye (but.J hope not) telling what will. 

come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occa 





fional Letter. 





Zomdon Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of Londop aad Weftmsinfter. 1707. 
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